Why Climate Change, Culture, and Art ?

You may have heen confused why we chose to host a symposium on climat change, culture, and art. At
first glance, these issues may unrelated. That’s because up until now, the development industry has mostly
been tasked to address climate change in Bangladesh. But it is important we get our artists on board.
Climate change will not only effect traditional cultures and understandings in Bangladesh, but artists will
have to help society comprehend these changes moving forward. We hope the symposium will be a
Jcreative space for young people to engage with climate change issues in a way they haven’t before.

ftyouthbringsyouth Why are we doing it:
f#ClimateCultureArt2018

1. We want young people to understand how cliamte change
is impacting Bangladeshi culture and heritage.

2. We hope young people wil have a more critical
understanding of how climate change is depicted in both
popular culture and the media.

3. We wish to give examples of how different medium can be
used to spread climate change knowledge and

4. We want young people to use art as a way to reflect on
deeper societal issues climate change poses.

Photo Cret

For more update visit:
www.art-symposium-4youth.icccad.net




About ICCCAD

The International Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD) is one of the leading research
and capacitybuilding organizations working on climate change and development in Bangladesh. ICCCAD’s
aim is to develop a world class institution that is closely related to local experience, knowuth.ledge and
research in one of the countries that is most affected by climate change. ICCCAD’s mission is to gain and
distribute knowldge on climate change with a focus on the global youth.

ICCCAD Youth Program

The Youth Programme began its journey in
2015. During that time, a few stand alone
discussion sessions on COP21 were
organised. The programme also organized
as Essay competition and a conference in
2016 bringing students from all over Ban-
gladesh under one roof. The youth team
also worked with documentary film-makers
from the UK, France and the US on climate
change issues and how it is affecting
young people in Bangladesh.

Youth Team

Jennifer Khadim coordinates the ICCCAD Youth Programme . She facilitated quite a few youth training/knowledge sessions and conducted
radio shows under the Climate Youth Initiative projects. She has a mixed educational background of Bangla literature, teaching and climate
change. Jennifer is very enthusiastic about astrology and loves food & tennis.

Climate Youth Initiative Project

In 2016 the CYI project under Gobeshona Young
Researchers Programme started with a bigger goal-to
empower young people with sufficient knowledge and
skill to tackle environmental degradation and climate
change. CYI brought students from different universities
and schools who learned about different climate change
problems, solutions, and the need to work together for
better future. To reach young people outside of Dhaka
CYI also worked through radio shows to converse with
people from different parts of the country. The project
will end with a wider engagement of students in a 3 days
conference.

Saqib Hugq is one of the Coordinators of the Cimate Finance programme. He is also very much part of the Youth programme having worked as
e 21 the team adviser, facilitator and contributer in many Climate Youth Initiative activities. He participated in the Conference of Parties (COP)
& /" under the UNFCCC over the years and gained good understanding of the global climate change world. Sagib is full of life and loves interacting

with new people.

Shahrin Mannan is an urban planner by training but prefers working in the field of climate change. She works as a Programme Assistant of
. the Youth Program and is interested in development economics. She loves dancing, reading biographies and has passion for fashion designing.

" “Live, Love, Laugh” is the motto of her life.

Adnan Qader is the former Youth Programme member, environmentalist and a climate change activist. During his stay in Bangladesh, he
worked with ICCCAD and USAID/Bangladesh and is currently finishing his Masters in Climate Change at the University of Waterloo, Canada.
-~ / Adnan believes in environmental and climate change education, youth activism and is the founder of the Facebook page Global Climate

Website:
www.icccad.net

Facebbok Page:
International Centre for Climate Change & Development (ICCCAD)
global climate response hangladesh : youth initiative

For further information please contact-

jennifer.khadim@icccad.net




Sakib is passionate about debating, comedy and public speaking. He is a budding development practitioner, working in The
Fred Hollows Foundation as a project officer. He is also serving 10 Minute School as the Chief Instructor. Sakib envisions a
world without oppression and comits to work for it.

Shehzar Doja is a poet and Founer/Editor-in-chief of The Luxembourg Review. His collection of poetry “Drift” was

published and launched in 2016 from UPL/MonsoonLetters. In the same year he represented Luxembourg in a Pan-European
poetry festival in Amsterdam and was a featured poet in “ SpokenWord Paris’. He also engages in writing and performing for
theatre.

Sayeeda T Ahmad was born in Bangladesh but grew up in the United States, making pit stops between. Now setteled in
Dhaka, she writes for the Arts & Letters literary supplement at Dhaka Tribune. Her poems have appeared in various online
and print literary magazines and anthologies in Bangladesh., the UK, United States, and Canada. Her debut poetry
collection, “Across Oceans,” was published by Bengal Lights Books in 2016. She won the Selina Terry Poetry Award in 2005
and co-won the British Council-Dhaka sponsored Muse Masters Performance Poetry competition in 2015.

Mahjabeen Chowdhury accidently discovered Theatre and fell in love with it since day 1. She is the Founder and Chief
Organiser of Open Space Theatre. Her dream is to reach out youth with the most honest expression of Theatre. Her choice
of charitable causes are children’s safety, education, and saving the oceans.

Tasfia Tasnim, an environmentalist, a researcher and activist in the field of environment and climate change and a traveller
from Dhaka, Bangladesh. She holds interest in the natural resouce management and ecosystem based adaptation
considering the socio-cultural dynamics. She cares about water, rivers, forests, hills. She is a pluviophile and bibliophile.
She is passionate about designing, loves music and interested in photography. One may consider her as “Jack of all trades,
master of none”, but she believes in living one life to the fullest and doing the things she loves to do.

Shoummo Saha is a music technologist based in Dhaka. He has done projects in multiple countries including The UK, India
and of course Dhaka ranging for artist development to incorporating music and technology together. His recent project
was Electronic ensemble at the Dhaka University.

Shababa Ishayat Haque is trained as an environmentalist with a specialization in Pollution Management. While her work is
mainly centered around climate change and the Sustainable Development Goals, her interests go beyond that. She enjoys
listening to human stories and experiences, that may or may not be interesting. She also likes going on adventures and
calls almost everything an adventure.

Jebi Rahman is an international and sustainable development consultant, currently based in the mega-city of Dhaka. For
the past decade, she has worked on issues of poverty alleviation, quality education, cliamte change, gender equality, and
leadership. Jebi cycled from Sylhet to Cox’s Bazar over 7 days back in 2010, to raise awareness of climate action.

M Arifur Rahman has been in love with the Theatre scene fo the past 18 years. He started his career as a performer and
12 years ago, started directing productions. Arif has directed several plays, e.g. Fuente Ovijuena, Arcenic and Old Lace,
and Faansh; and has conducted many Theatre workshops. He co-Founded Open Space Theatre and has directed the most
popular productoin in Dhaka, ‘ 12 Angry Men’. He is focused on spreading the philosophy of acting and working with
different communities to learn through practice. When not working, Arif loves to travel and play guitar.

Coming back from the Hbroindu Kush Himalayan Youth forum in Nepal in last December, Tasfiq Mahmood brought back
new ideas, beautiful photographs and a need to create a brand out of this event! He is a Research Associate in the Policy
Support Programme of ICCCAD. Tasfiq is an enthusiastic photographer with an interest in street photography and
photo-documentary. He will facilitate the Photography session in the last day of Climate Art Symposium.

Currently working as a Research Coordinator at Maleya Foundation. Prior to that she worked at International Labour Organization
Bangladesh and ICCDDRB. Apart from her profession, she is closely affiliated with the Center for Bangladesh Studies. The memories
of growing up as a female member of a small indigenous community (CHAK) in CHT and her academic & professional journey have
helped her developing a keen interest on Identity & Nationalism, Political Economy of Globalization, Feminism(s), Intersectionality,
Politics of Development, and socio-cultural perspectives of issues related to Environment, Land, Human-nature relationships, Culture,
Climate, Food security, Wellbeing and knowledge & rights associated with them.

For other facilitator bios, please visit -www.art-symposium-4youth.icccad.net




Time Session (Venue) Description Facilitators

Thurs 15th March (Day 1: Breaking the ice)

3:00 - 3:30 PM Registration Receive ID Badges & Welcome Packs

3:30-5:00 PM Ice-Breakers + Safe Space What better way to get to know each other than a series of “ice-breaking” games! )
Meraz Mostafa (ICCCAD); with help from a

500 - 7:00 PM storytelling & Refreshments Participants will have a short session on storytelling to think about their own lives in great team of volunteers.
relation to climate change, culture and art.

Fri 16th March (Day 2: Diving into the topic)
9:00 - 9:30 AM Registration

In this introduction, we will explore the connections between climate change,
9:30-10.30 AM Introduction to Symposium . . . . Naznin Nasir (ICCCAD)
culture, and art; and the reasons behind hosting this symposium. .

10:30 - 11:00 AM Refreshment Break

Parallel Session A: How climate change is changing Bangladeshi culture(s)?

1. Bengali Folklore, Landscape and For.man_y centuries, farmers would rely on the proverbs 9f Khar’na, an astrologer who -
a Changing Climate lived in Bengal between the 9th and 12 century CE. This session will explore the inalizing
relevance of her words and related folklore to farmers today.

2. Impact of Climate Change on Traditionally, Baul musicians have drawn from the landscape for this music and Munmun Reefat (Bangla Language Institute);
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM Baul Musicians spirituality. As these landscapes shift (due to both climate change and Arif Baul; Feisal Rahman (IUB)
modernization), this session will ask how this will impact their culture and practices?
3. Cultural understandings of This session will look at how climate change may affect gender norms in Bangladesh;
gender changing due to climate and explore how different adaptation strategies may empower both the lives of Jebi Rahman; Shababa Haque (ICCCAD);
change women and men. Tasfia Tasnim (ICCCAD)

12:30 - 2:00 PM LUNCH & Prayer Break (Jumma)

Parallel Session B: Cultural understandings of climate change / nature

.. . Over the last few decades, Bangladesh has become the poster child for climate

1. Imagining Climate Change ’ :
& ingBangIadesh g change around the world. This session will take a critical look into this Istiakh Ahmed (ICCCAD)
imagination and unpack the implications of different underlying assumptions.

. . 2. Tourism, Imagination of nature
2:00-3:30 PM ’ . . . . e
and culture, Representation and We will explore the connections between tourism, Indigenous communities, Uchacha A Chak
Indigenous communities and how nature is imagined in our culture.
3. Through the eyes of Zainul Abedin This session will focus on how Zainul Abedin used paintings to depict Pradip Ghosh (filmmaker of Manpura);
landscapes and disasters, particularly his famous painting Manpura, depicting Shahpar Selim (ICCCAD)

the aftermath of the infamous 1970 Bhola cyclone.

3:30-4:00 PM Refreshment Break

4:00 - 4:45 PM 1. Spreading Awareness through Radio Radio Shadhin
4:45 - 5:30 PM et ey o Eiz e e 2. Teaching through YouTube 10 Minute School
5:30 - 6:30 PM Debrief
X . . X . . X Mayanohor
6:30 - 8:30 PM Dinner / Concert / Talent Show Mayanohor will perform this music in the IUB cafeteria while dinner is served.

Participants will be invited between songs to give their own performances
(poems, songs, etc.)!

Sat 17th March (Day 3: Creating art)

9:00 - 9:30 AM Registration Introduction to the Day Ahead
Art Studio Workshops
. T Participants v§/|'ll learn about the ba'5|c elements of Theatre, and work YVIth the M Arifur Rahman; Tisha Mahjabeen (Open
facilitators to put on a climate-change related play later on in the day.
Space)
Max. 15 to 20.

With the help of two facilitators, participants will work together throughout the day .
to complete a mural based on a climate change prompt. Max. 20. Kazi Istela; Sayeef Mahmud

Two rickshaw artists from Old Dhaka will come and give a presentation on rickshaw
art, and then conduct a workshop on using the art-form to reflect climate change
themes. Max. 20.

There are multiple uses of photographs! Sometimes we take photos just to record
4. Photography a fun moment; sometimes we do it intentionally to keep evidence. This may sound Tasfig Mahmood (ICCCAD)
very dramatic, but hopefully we can figure it out as soon as we meet! Max 20-25.
Participants will learn about the basics of poetry, including different forms, and then
5. Poetry get a chance to practice the craft by responding to different climate change-related Sayeeda Ahmad; Syed Shehzar Mukkarrim

prompts. Max 18-20 Doja

2. Mural Painting

3. Rickshaw Painting Md. Solayman; Md. Sohrab

The session will enable the participants to express their ideas musically and let them
6. Audible Design design numbers of soundscapes based on a climate migrant’s journey — from a
coastal village to the slums of Dhaka. Max. 20 participants.

Shoummo Saha (MONO); Riadadh
Hossain (ICCCAD); with help from other
producers.

LUNCH (in session rooms)

3:00 - 4:00 PM Setting up for Performances / Break

At the end of the day, each of the ‘studio art’ groups will have the chance to perform
4:00 - 6:30 PM Closing Performance or present to the whole group. In-between presentations we are hoping for some

guest speeches.
Please invite family and friends!

Refreshment Break

6:30 - 7:00PM Certificate Collection Certificate giveaway by organizers (no ceremony) Volunteers (x4)
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